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Personal Fall Arrest Equipment (PFPE) and Australian Standards 
Guidance on the AS/NZS 1891 Series

Overview
This Technical Bulletin has been prepared by the Working at Height Association (WAHA) to
clarify the importance of using Australian Standard certified personal fall protection equipment
(PFPE) in the industrial fall protection market in Australia. 
This guidance relates specifically to industrial restraint, work positioning, fall arrest, and related
personal fall protection systems, and does not apply to recreational climbing, mountaineering
equipment, or other exclusions specifically identified within the relevant standards. 
The intent of this Bulletin is to reinforce that Australian Standards establish the minimum
accepted benchmark for design, manufacture, testing, selection, use, maintenance and
inspection of industrial fall protection equipment and systems in Australia.

ESG Rationale for Safe Work at Height 
The development and revision of Australian Standards is a rigorous process involving significant
technical review, stakeholder consultation and consensus through Standards Australia
Committee SF-015 (Industrial Height Safety Equipment). 
Committee SF-015 comprises representatives from: 

Manufacturers  
Users and asset owners  
Regulators  
Testing bodies  
Industry associations  
Technical specialists and subject matter experts.  

These standards establish the minimum acceptable requirements for the safety of persons
undertaking work at height and provide the benchmark against which equipment and systems are
designed, tested, certified, used and maintained. 
Current key standards within the AS/NZS 1891 series include: 
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AS/NZS 1891.1 
Industrial fall-arrest systems and devices — Harnesses and ancillary equipment. 
Specifies requirements for: 

Full body harnesses 
Lanyards 
Pole straps 
Connectors 
Personal energy absorbers 
Associated ancillary equipment. 
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AS/NZS 1891.3:2020 
Industrial fall-arrest systems and devices — Fall-arrest devices 
Specifies requirements for the design, performance, testing and marking of fall-arrest devices
intended to arrest a fall safely and minimise arrest forces. 
This includes, but is not limited to: 

Self-retracting lifelines (SRLs)  
Inertia reel fall-arrest devices  
Guided type fall-arrest devices  
Rope-based travelling fall-arrest devices  
Rail-based travelling fall-arrest devices  
Associated connecting and energy management components where applicable.  

The Standard addresses: 
Dynamic performance requirements  
Locking and activation performance  
Arrest force limitations  
Strength requirements  
Testing criteria  
Product marking and traceability.  

AS/NZS 1891.3:2020 is a critical Standard for products used in both personal fall arrest and
permanently installed access or protection systems where travelling fall arrest devices are
incorporated. 

AS/NZS 1891.4 
Industrial fall-arrest systems and devices — Selection, use and maintenance. 
Provides requirements and recommendations for: 

Equipment selection  
Safe use  
Inspection and maintenance  
Compatibility of system components  
Rescue planning  
User responsibilities.  

Compliance with AS/NZS 1891.4 is dependent upon the use of appropriately certified equipment
compatible with the system design.

AS/NZS 1891.5 
Industrial fall-arrest systems and devices — Manufacturing requirements for single-point
anchor device connecting elements. 
This Standard addresses requirements for: 

Single-point anchorage connecting elements  
Design and performance requirements  
Testing criteria  
Product marking  
Certification and traceability.  
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AS/NZS 1891.5 fills a critical gap by establishing specific product requirements for anchorage
connecting elements that form an essential component of complete personal fall protection
systems. 

How To Identify Australian Standard Certified Products 
Products certified to the applicable Australian Standard should be clearly marked with: 

Manufacturer’s name or trademark  
Applicable Standard designation (for example AS/NZS 1891.1 or AS/NZS 1891.5)  
Independent third-party certification licence number  
Date of manufacture  
Product serial or batch identification  
Traceability markings  
Service life or removal-from-service criteria where required.  

Users should exercise caution where products are labelled only with statements such as: 
“Designed to conform with…”  
“Manufactured in accordance with…”  
“Meets the intent of…”  

Such statements do not constitute independent product certification. 
Certification should demonstrate: 

Product type testing  
Ongoing conformity assessment  
Production quality verification  
Independent third-party certification.  

Where required markings or certification evidence are absent, users should assess whether the
equipment is suitable for continued service, particularly where compliance with AS/NZS 1891.4 is
intended. 

Product Certification and Place of Manufacture 
There is no requirement for compliant products to be manufactured in Australia. 
Many international manufacturers supply products properly designed, tested and independently
certified to Australian Standards. 
Place of manufacture is irrelevant. 
What matters is whether the product is: 

Certified to the applicable Australian Standard  
Correctly labelled  
Supported by traceability and conformity evidence.  



Australian Standards are not legislation. 
However, they are widely recognised as accepted technical benchmarks that assist duty holders
in demonstrating what is reasonably practicable under: 

Work Health and Safety Acts  
Work Health and Safety Regulations  
State and Territory OHS legislation (where applicable)  
Relevant Codes of Practice.  

Codes of Practice commonly state that they may be used by courts as evidence of what is known
about a hazard, risk or control measure. 
Accordingly, Australian Standards may form strong evidentiary support in demonstrating
compliance with duties relating to: 

Safe plant and equipment  
Risk control  
Safe systems of work  
Duty of care.  
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Products certified to standards such as: 
EN / CE  
ANSI / ASSP  
CSA  

may provide robust safety performance within their intended jurisdictions. 
However, certification to another jurisdiction’s standard does not automatically demonstrate
equivalence to Australian Standards. 
Where a duty holder elects to use equipment not certified to the applicable Australian Standard,
they may need to demonstrate that the alternative provides an equivalent or higher level of health
and safety. 
This is a significant evidentiary burden in the event of: 

Incident investigation  
Regulator scrutiny  
Civil litigation  
Criminal proceedings.  

Australian Standard Products vs Other International Standards 



A critical principle reinforced by the AS/NZS 1891 series is that personal fall protection
equipment must be treated as a system, not a collection of unrelated components. 
Harnesses, lanyards, connectors, anchorages and energy absorbers must be compatible with: 

Each other  
Intended use  
System design assumptions  
Manufacturer instructions  
Relevant Australian Standards.  

Certification of individual components does not eliminate the need to verify overall system
compatibility.
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The AS/NZS 1891 series establishes a high benchmark for industrial fall protection safety in
Australia and New Zealand. 
This includes: 

AS/NZS 1891.1 - Harnesses and ancillary equipment  
AS/NZS 1891.3:2020 - Fall-arrest devices 
AS/NZS 1891.4 - Selection, use and maintenance  
AS/NZS 1891.5 - Anchorage connecting elements.  

These standards represent the industry-agreed minimum level of safety expected for industrial
fall protection equipment. 
Where manufacturers claim equivalence to Australian Standards, the appropriate means of
demonstrating that claim is through testing, certification and labelling to the relevant Australian
Standard. 
End users, designers, installers, inspectors and PCBUs should avoid being persuaded to deviate
from properly certified and labelled Australian Standard products without robust technical
justification. 
Using certified equipment consistent with the AS/NZS 1891 series supports: 

Safer outcomes  
Stronger compliance positions  
Better risk management  
Greater defensibility. 

Summary

WHILST ALL CARE HAS BEEN TAKEN TO PREPARE INFORMATION THAT IS FACTUAL AND IN ALIGNMENT
WITH ALL FEDERAL, STATE AND TERRITORY LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS, THIS DOCUMENT SHOULD NOT BE
RELIED ON SOLELY AS A PRESCRIPTIVE GUIDELINE. ALL ERROR AND OMISSION ARE EXCEPTED.



TECHNICAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS ARE ISSUED BY THE
WAHA TO PROVIDED SPECIFIC ADVICE ABOUT SELECTED
TOPICS THAT HAVE BECOME IMPORTANT FOR MEMBERS AND
THE PUBLIC. BULLETINS ARE ISSUED ON A NEEDS BASIS, AND
ARE REVIEWED FOR CONTENT AND RELEVANCE OVER TIME. 
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